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Again, it is my great honor to wel-

come Pastor Mullins.
Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, will the

gentleman yield?
Mr. FOLEY. I yield to the gentleman

from Florida.
(Mr. SHAW asked and was given per-

mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

I would like to add my welcome to
Pastor Mullins. It is an honor to have
him here today.

Mr. Speaker, today we welcome Pastor Tom
Mullins of Christ Fellowship church in Palm
Beach Gardens, Florida as House Chaplain.
Pastor Mullins joins a distinguished list of cler-
gy, who have opened our daily proceeding
with prayer, including Rev. Billy Graham and
the late John Cardinal O’Connor.

Also, I am pleased to welcome Pastor
Mullins’ wife, Donna, and daughter, Noelle.

For 18 years and counting, Pastor Mullins
serves the 14,000 member Christ Fellowship
church as it senior pastor. As senior pastor,
Tom commits himself to his faith, family and
community.

On April 29, 1984, Tom and Donna, found-
ed Place of Hope children’s home for ne-
glected and abused children throughout the
Palm Beach community. Pastor Mullins also
has a desire to aid neglected children around
the world through his support and work with
Place of Hope International, which places chil-
dren in supportive, loving homes around the
world from India to Peru.

Tom’s work with children even includes a
successful high school and collegiate career
as a head football coach.

Whether as a pastor or coach, Pastor
Mullins has a strong desire in nurturing young
men and women throughout the communities
of Palm Beach county.

Mr. Speaker, Pastor Tom Mullins is a tre-
mendous leader in the South Florida commu-
nity, and it’s my privilege to welcome him and
his family to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives as our guest Chaplain.

Mr. FOLEY. Again, Mr. Speaker, it is
my great honor that Pastor Mullins
agreed to come to Washington and de-
liver the morning prayer.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that it is inappro-
priate to refer to guests in the gallery.

f

TERRORISM MUST END, AND
AMERICA MUST RECOGNIZE
THAT ISRAEL FIGHTS ON THE
FRONT LINE AGAINST GLOBAL
TERRORISM

(Mr. LANTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, as the President of the United
States and the Prime Minister of Israel
were meeting in the Oval Office, yet
another homicide bombing took place
in the state of Israel.

How many more innocent civilians
will need to be killed by this mon-

strous conspiracy before the adminis-
tration and all Members of Congress
recognize that we are dealing with a
battle between civilization and the
forces of chaos and destruction? How
many millions of Saudi PR money will
be used to try to tell us that none of
this is true?

In recent months, $135 million of
Saudi money went to support ter-
rorism, and it is high time we call facts
by their proper names. The President
indicated a few months ago that ‘‘You
are either with the terrorists, or you
are with us.’’

The time has come for a clear moral
judgment. This terrorism must end,
and we must recognize that Israel is in
the forefront of the global struggle
against terrorism.

f

CONGRATULATIONS TO LARRY J.
BEHAR OF FORT LAUDERDALE
AND MARIA LORTS SACHS OF
BOCA RATON

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to congratulate Larry J.
Behar of Fort Lauderdale and Maria
Lorts Sachs of Boca Raton for receiv-
ing the Distinguished Humanitarian
Award from B’nai B’rith and the Sons
of Italy Florida Foundation. This
award gives recognition to two individ-
uals whose activities have contributed
immeasurably to the advancement of
our community.

Mr. Behar is a prominent attorney
with a specialization in immigration
and naturalization affairs, and he has
traveled extensively throughout the
world to bring international issues to
the table.

Ms. Sachs has served as the President
of Florida’s Association of Women
Lawyers, and she founded Women for
Excellence, a nonprofit organization of
professional women which provides re-
sources and provides leadership for
women.

Please join me in recognizing Larry
J. Behar and Ms. Maria Lorts Sachs for
their commitment to our south Florida
community.

f

ASKING MEMBERS TO WORK TO
BRING LUDWIG KOONS AND ALL
OF AMERICA’S ABDUCTED CHIL-
DREN HOME

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to think that I have talked so long
that I have become hoarse in talking
about Ludwig Koons and trying to re-
turn him from Italy to the United
States where he so desperately belongs
and needs to be. Ludwig Koons is a
child being held in a pornographic com-
pound in Italy by his mother, who is
teaching him that.

Yesterday, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. FOLEY) and I had a press con-
ference where we announced a bill that
we are going to introduce very shortly
that is called the Child Modeling Ex-
ploitation Prevention Act of 2002. We
intend to ban exploitive child modeling
from all websites that charge fees to
view models who are 16 years of age
and under. They are nothing more than
sites that cause titillation for
pedophiles.

I will make the transition from that
with my continued story about Ludwig
Koons, because he is learning that that
apparently is an okay life. I do not be-
lieve any of us believe that.

I am asking Members to join us on
this bill, but I am also continuing my
plea that we stand up as a nation and
that we demand that our State Depart-
ment or any other department of this
government, or any Member of the
House of Representatives who is will-
ing to write a letter to make a phone
call, demand that Ludwig Koons be re-
turned to the United States. Bring all
of our children home.

f

VOTE TODAY TO MOVE HAZ-
ARDOUS NUCLEAR WASTE TO A
SECURE STORAGE FACILITY

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today the
House will vote on the most important
environmental and homeland defense
issue of the year. Spent nuclear waste
is stored at 131 locations around Amer-
ica: near Long Island Sound, in the
Tennessee Valley, and on the shores of
our precious Lake Michigan. These lo-
cations are a terrorists’ shooting gal-
lery of potential targets, and 161 mil-
lion Americans live within 75 miles of a
temporary nuclear storage site.

Today we will vote to move this ma-
terial to a secure storage facility where
the United States has already tested
hundreds of nuclear weapons. The pro-
tection of the Great Lakes is my num-
ber one priority, and moving nuclear
waste from our shores will protect our
people from terrorism and environ-
mental threats.

f

THE NATIONAL DEBT

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, Thom-
as Jefferson said, ‘‘I place the economy
among the first and most important
virtues, and public debt as the greatest
of dangers. To preserve our independ-
ence, we must not let our rulers load us
with perpetual debt.’’

I hear the words of the Founding Fa-
thers on the floor evoked week after
week. I never hear these words from
Thomas Jefferson. That is because the
public debt is something we do not like
to talk about. We no longer have a
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choice in the matter. In the minute
that I will stand before Members this
morning, we will accrue almost $1 mil-
lion in interest to our public debt.
These are wasted dollars paying inter-
est on debt, rather than paying down
the debt.

Today the national debt is $6 trillion.
Since January of last year, the CBO
baseline’s projected net interest pay-
ments over the 2002 to 2011 period have
gone up by $1 trillion, from $620 billion
to $1.6 trillion, roughly $10,000 per
American household and $1,000 per
household per year.

If we make the tax cut permanent,
like some have suggested, this number
rises to almost $4,000 per household per
year. This is insanity. Mr. Speaker, I
ask that we remember the words of
Thomas Jefferson.

f

OPPOSE HOUSE JOINT RESOLU-
TION 87 AND STOP THE YUCCA
MOUNTAIN PROJECT

(Mr GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today we
will be deciding whether to ship high-
level nuclear waste, one of the most
dangerous and deadly substances
known to man, across this great coun-
try by and through our roads and
neighborhoods and schools and park-
ways.

Mr. Speaker, today we must reject
this dangerous plan. Whatever Mem-
bers believe, let us look at some of the
startling facts.

According to the Department of
Transportation itself, there have been
over 11,000 train accidents in the past 5
years. It is estimated that at least one
train accident occurs every 24 hours.
Since 1998, 3,800 people have lost their
lives and more than 45,000 people have
been injured in train accidents in the
United States alone. Just imagine how
many more people would die or could
have been injured had these trains been
carrying high-level nuclear waste to
Yucca Mountain.

Mr. Speaker, it takes only one anti-
tank missile or one terrorist act to
cause a catastrophic nuclear disaster,
but today we can prevent that disaster.
We can oppose House Joint Resolution
87 and stop the Yucca Mountain project
now before we endanger the lives of
thousands of innocent Americans.

f

URGING MEMBERS TO PASS
STRONGEST POSSIBLE TRADE
ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE FOR
AMERICA’S WORKERS

(Mr. SMITH of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, the Senate is considering the
President’s request for trade pro-
motional authority right now, and at
the same time, connected to it, trade

adjustment assistance, help for work-
ers who have lost their jobs.

I rise today to urge the Senate today
to pass the strongest possible trade ad-
justment assistance packages. Workers
desperately need help dealing with the
new economy. It is a land of oppor-
tunity for all of us, but there are also
challenges. Workers must continually
have access to training and education
to update their skills. They also need
the health care benefits necessary to
carry them during periods of unem-
ployment, and they also need income
assistance to help them as they move
forward and try to find new jobs.

I am a strong supporter of trade. As
a new Democrat, it is one of our top
priority issues to open trade through-
out the world and give us access to
other markets.

Connected to that, however, we have
to help the workers of our country deal
with the challenges and opportunities
that come along with that. There must
be a strong health care component.
There must be job training and edu-
cation available.

If the Senate were to put together
that type of package and pass a trade
promotional assistance bill with a
strong trade adjustment assistance
piece, I am very confident they would
be able to pass it in the House, and
they would move forward on two crit-
ical policies for this country.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded it is improper to
urge action by the other body.

f

WESTERN SAHARA
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week
the United Nations considered a new
solution to the conflict over Western
Sahara, a solution which basically
gives Morocco control over Western
Sahara.

Mr. Speaker, everyone knows the Mo-
roccan people do not have a democracy.
The country is ruled by a king. They
use torture in their prisons. The former
king, father of the current king, estab-
lished the notorious and hideously bru-
tal Tazmamart prison camp in which
he imprisoned and tortured his own
family members. So how in the world
will Morocco assure that democracy is
protected for the Sahrawis?

Mr. Speaker, I am deeply disturbed
by reports that our U.S. Government
now may be willing to throw away the
rights of the people of Western Sahara
to self-determination by supporting
Moroccan claims of sovereignty to the
land. It seems that our government is
willing to bargain away fundamental
human rights for cooperation with cur-
rent agendas, after 10 years of advo-
cating self-determination for Western
Sahara.

When our country no longer cares
about the right to self-determination, a
right on which our Nation was founded,
it is a sad day, indeed.

Mr. Speaker, this is a dangerous time
to play with instability, particularly in
North Africa.

f

b 1015

PRESCRIPTION DRUG CARE
BENEFIT

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is
shameful that our citizens are still
without workable prescription drug
coverage. Because of the rapid increase
of prescription drug use, as we know, it
is critical and needed; and at the time
we established Medicare, prescriptions
were not used as much, but now we un-
derstand that those senior citizens do
need prescription drugs to be able to
take care of their illnesses. We need to
be there for them to make sure that we
will get that prescription. It is unfortu-
nate, but I keep hearing stories about
our senior citizens that continue to
make decisions between buying food
and buying prescription that they
need. I hear from the spouses where
they sometimes go without prescrip-
tions to get their husbands their pre-
scriptions.

We as a community and as Ameri-
cans need to make sure that our sen-
iors have accessible prescription drug
coverage. And as Democrats we support
a prescription drug benefit coverage for
all seniors that would be voluntary and
be able to have access to them. No sen-
iors should be faced with the prospects
of not being able to afford medicine, re-
gardless of income. We need to be there
for our seniors. They have been there
for us.

f

STOP TAXING MILITARY STUDENT
LOAN REPAYMENTS

(Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, our military uses stu-
dents loan repayment to recruit for
shortages in critical military occupa-
tional specialties such as the Medical
Corps. If you are on active duty, tui-
tion assistance is not taxed as income.
If you have been honorably discharged
and received education assistance
through the GI bill, it is not taxed as
income. However, if the military needs
to recruit an individual for an occupa-
tion specialty that is needed, the stu-
dent loan repayment is taxed as in-
come.

For example, if the military pay is
$24,000 per year and he or she receives
$20,000 that year to pay a student loan,
they are taxed at an income level of
$44,000 and the tax payment has to
come out of a $24,000 salary.
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